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Today’s Topics

• Career opportunities today

• My Personal Experience

• Becker Method



CPAs Today



Professionals in Demand



Driving Factors for Demand

• Global economy and multi-national corporations

• Ethics, accountability and the Sarbanes-Oxley Act

• Design, integrate and implement IT systems



Career Opportunities 
• Tax

• Audit

• Consulting

• Financial Planning

• IT Services

• Forensics

• International

• Environmental



The POWER of 3 Little Letters

Earning Power

CPA > non-CPA
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Career Passport

Numerous Opportunities

+

Demand
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My Personal Experience 



32 ½ Years Federal Service in DoD 

Started with DCAA (1971-1988)
Jr. Auditor – Resident Auditor

DCASR – Cleveland (1988-1990)
Chief Financial Services Division

DCMA Cleveland (1990-2003)

Contracts Manager – Deputy Cmdr.



Secondary Jobs 

Started personal tax service - 1982

Started teaching CPA Review classes - 1985



Exam Planning



Becker’s CPA Exam Review



1. Make sure you have complete and current information

2. Sit for the exam as soon as you become exam-eligible

3. Create an exam plan that fits your unique circumstances

4. Make the necessary commitments to prepare to pass the exam

Keys To Exam Success



Flexible Course Formats

Over 250

worldwide 

locations

Dedicated 

online 

instructors

Anytime

anywhere



A Complete CPA Review Focused on Your Success

• Expert Instruction and Unlimited Academic Support

• Lecture’s by National Instructors

• Textbooks for each exam part

• Interactive Study Planner and Exam and Writing Tutorials

• Becker Software with resources that replicate the functionality of 

the CPA Exam.

 PassMasterTM

 Simulations

 Final Exams



CD and Online offer the same 

instruction



Comprehensive Textbooks



PassMasterTM



PassMasterTM



The Becker Promise

If you utilize Becker but do not 

pass the CPA Exam, you may 

repeat our course tuition-free if 

you satisfy our requirements.

We are that committed to 

your success!



On-Demand Exam

FRIEND OR FOE?



• Focus Study Time One Part at a Time

• Focus Your Efforts On 2 Parts Per Window/Quarter

Friend



On-Demand Exam Challenges

• Enables Procrastination

• Weakens “Knowledge” Retention

• Lower Pass Rates

• Increased Fees

• Expiration of “18 Month” Window—may lose 

credit for previously passed part(s)
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• Sit for exams as soon 

as eligible.

• Must pass all 4 parts 

w/in 18 month window

• Firms want their new 

hires to pass early in 

their careers. 

Begin Application Process

The On Demand Exam



5 Key Steps

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Step 5

Review state requirements

Apply for CPA Exam and register for Becker

Study and sit

Schedule exam

Receive Notice-to-Schedule



State Requirements



1. Review State Requirements





Current CPA Pass Rates
Section 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr Cum

2009

AUD 47.61% 51.79% 51.52% 47.99% 49.79%

BEC 46.23% 48.56% 52.27% 45.65% 48.34%

FAR 45.54% 50.58% 51.18% 46.15% 48.45%

REG 47.96% 52.25% 52.41% 46.57% 49.81%

2010

AUD 46.86% 50.77% 49.40% 44.89% 47.80%

BEC 46.59% 48.88% 50.79% 44.27% 47.29%

FAR 44.95% 48.39% 52.71% 45.02% 47.81%

REG 49.00% 52.07% 54.03% 47.29% 50.66%



Highest Pass Rates

 Double the pass rate of 
non-Becker candidates

 Top Scorers:  9 of the 
10 most recent Watt 
Sells winners

• (Presented Annually to 
the 10 Candidates with 
the highest cumulative 
scores on the 4 sections 
of the exam)



More Partners

 97 of the top 100 firms

 1,500+ accounting firms, 
corporations, government
agencies, societies & 
universities



Greater Experience & Success

 50+ year history

 Over 400,000      
successful Becker    
alumni



Why Becker

• Highest pass rates

• Completely retooled CPA 

Exam Review that mirrors the 

2011 exam

• Greatest experience in helping 

CPA candidates achieve 

success on the exam

• Most trusted name in CPA 

review



Becker Also Offers

=

 Review for the CFA® Exams

 Project Management Professional  

(PMP ®) certification prep

 Continuing Professional Education 

(CPE)

 CPA + MBA and CFA + MBA 

opportunities



ONLINE RESOURSES

Official Exam Web Site: www.cpa-exam.org

Requirements & Applications: www.nasba.org

Exam Preparation Information: www.becker.com

Exam Appointments: www.prometric.com/cpa

1-877-CPA EXAM



Becker Professional 
Education 

A global leader in professional 

education serving accounting, 

finance, and project management 

professionals from career start 

to finish.



Contact Information

1-877-CPA-EXAM

Lmartin@becker.com

mailto:Lmartin@becker.com

